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612 SOUTH FLOWER STREET

JOHN ALEX MS CONE \ Executive Begistzva A

LOS ANGELES 90017

December 15, 1969

Dear Dick:

The attached from Al Weinberg,
Director of Oak Ridge, and my response
need no elaboration,

I suggest you have someone brief Al
on your latest analyses. As you know, Weinberg
has a facility for making speeches and I don't
think the matter raised in his letter should
be the subject of one of his speeches unless
he has the facts.

With warm personal regards,
Si rel

/

enc

Mr. Richard Hel

Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D. C.
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JOHN ALEX MS CONE
612 SOUTH FLOWER STREET
LOS ANGELES 90017

December 15, 1969

Dear Al:

This letter will acknowledge reéeipt of yours of
December 10th in which you bring up the very important
subject of Civil Defense,

1 cannot give you the current intelligence estimates
on the Soviet Civil Defense program and their current level
of expenditures to support or expand Civil Defense facilities
and activities. I do know that several years ago when I was
in the C. 1. A., we made an in depth study of the Soviet
Civil Defense program and found that the level of Soviet
effort had been overstated. Several activities and facilities
which were attributed to Civil Defense (by our own Civil
Defense protagonists) proved upon analysis to be something

~ totally unrelated to Civil Defense. We, therefore, were
inclined to downgrade the Soviet Civil Defense efiort.

I am passing your letter on to Dick Helms, The
question you raised is 2 most important one. Iam:
suggesting that Helms have someone in his organization
communicate directly with you.

© With warm personal regards and best wishes. 'A

Sincerely,

Dr. Alvin M. Weinberg

Oak Ridge National Laboratory
Post Office Box X

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830

cc: Mr. Richard Helms/
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OAK RIDGE NATIONAL LABORATORY

. OPERATED BY ]
UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION
NUCLEAR DIVISION

POST OFFICE BOX X
OAK RIDGE, TENNESSEE 37830

Office of the Director December 10, 1969

Mr. John A. McCone

Joshua Hendy Corporation

012 Coulh Flowver Strect

los Angcles, California 90017

Dear John:

I am writing to you because I have become very troubled about an extremel
serious matter about which you might be able to help. I know thaf when
you were head of CIA it was your foresight and brudence that avoideqd ca-
tastrophe in the Cuban Missile Crisis, and I suspect that you still (now
that the Republicans are in office again) carry weight in CTA.

‘As you know, we have been conducting a Civil Defense Study here with the
close cooperation of Professor Eugene P. Wigner. 1In the course of our
study we have been obliged to read the open Russian literature on civil
defense at considerable length. The impression we get from studying this
literature is that the Soviet Union takes civil defense far more seriously
than do we. Our estimates suggest that the Soviet Union is now spending

as it appears.

What I would like to ask is whether in the first place you are aware of
this apparent gross disparity; second, if the disparity is indeed as
serious as i appears; and thirg, whether, if indeed it exists, this has
been called to the attention of the highest authorities in our own country.
I need not explain to you that a serious asymmetry in any of the elements
of national Security between the nited States and the Soviet Union could
upset the present balance. I'y making the inquiry because of the evidence
we seem to have of such a discrepancy; whereas everybody else sees no such
discrepancy. I would feel uncomfortable had I not done whatever I could

’ ) B t. . ) . . -6
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Mr. John A. McCone : - 2

" December 10, 1959

either to call this discrepancy to the attenti

cal on of the proper au‘chori‘cies,
or contrariwise to be assured that this appare

nt asymmetry is not real.
Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

oy '-
W

AMW:pl Alvin M. Weinberg

A[iproved For Release 2001/09/10 : CIA-RDP80B01086A000900220013-6




Appro ed ForReigmee 2004708/ ¢Q‘E=ﬂ__ﬂ‘RDE§_0_BQi0.0[Qﬁ;O‘Q&22001

UNC SIFIED CONFIDENTIAL

Y ECKET

OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

] g (
Vo Lh o e L.
, :
¢

. i , o
l\ '\h\'\*/f \’l\\' AN V""“w. - l%’,f‘.,.q

T

TO NAME AND ADDRESS DATE INITIALS
1 3 :'./
The Director
2
3 \g)\;’ \ “_\ 4 \Trm
4
5
6
ACTION . DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMMENT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE
Remarks: a
\ S}n— ’.‘)\
[REVIEY -+ ST ETRABLIPTT

ThA

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO.

DATE

| UNCLASSIFIED | | CONFIDENTIAL |

SECRET

FORM NO. i iti
RM X 237 Use previous editions

(40)

Approved For Release 2001/09/10 : CIA-RDP80B01086A000900220013-6




